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seventh; but in the cities one-third, and in the capital, Berlin, more than one-half. The extent that the taking in of boarders contributes to this sordid congestion in other industrial centres, in the absence of actual statistics, can only be surmised. But the practice is known to be widespread.
A more recent manifestation of the economic pressure that has burdened a large portion of the working class, and that has been felt by the middle class as well, perhaps as never before, is the high cost of living. The general industrial unrest and the countless strikes during the war-period were grim expressions of protest against the constant upward tendency of prices of all necessities and staples. Despite the unprecedented high-wages which were paid in some highly specialized mechanical lines, there was nevertheless for the masses of people an ever-widening gulf between the wages received and what they would buy. Notwithstanding that work was more plentiful than at any time in the history of modern industry, the immediate results of the soaring cost of living wrought great hardship. Ordway Tead, in In-